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WHAT THIS REPORT CONTAINS: Special issue Musk vs Brazilian Judiciary is the result of the 
collection of selected terms on closed list dashboards in the period from 04/04/2024 to 
11/04/2024, on the social media platforms Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, X and TikTok 
categorized according to political spectrum and classified in order of relevance. Next, the volumes 
of data collection, selection and categorization are presented. The list of terms in the collection 
list is: 
1.​ Musk 
2.​ Moraes 
3.​ STF 
4.​ TSE 

5.​ dictatorship 
6.​ censorship 
7.​ judiciary 

 
In the period analyzed by this report, each term was mentioned on the social media platforms by 
the selected groups (Far-Right, Progressive, other political actors) in the quantity indicated in the 
table below: 
 

NETWORK Facebook Instagram TikTok X Youtube TOTAL 

Musk 1.447 1.529 47 242 786 4.051 

Moraes 936 1.057 25 117 622 2.757 

STF 653 714 15 92 271 1.745 

censorship 370 388 27 93 158 1.036 

dictatorship 369 305 11 38 81 804 

TSE 201 187 2 18 126 534 

judiciary 195 167 4 20 61 447 

TOTAL 4.171 4.347 131 620 2.105 11.374 

Source: Institito Democracia em Xeque. 
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Overview 
 
Posts collected by political ideology   

 
Source: Institito Democracia em Xeque. 
 
A total of 2,670 posts were collected on Facebook, 2,473 on Instagram, 1,236 on YouTube, 471 on 
X and 91 on TikTok, with a total primacy of the far right on YouTube (74%), TikTok (74%) and 
Instagram (64%). The far right still dominates the agenda on X (56%) and Facebook (53%), the 
latter being the only social media on which the progressive field has managed to maintain a 
considerable level of posts (44%).   
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Average number of interactions per post by political ideology   

 
Source: Institito Democracia em Xeque. 
 
We also analysed the average number of interactions per post from each political ideology on 
each social media platform to understand whether the dominance of the far right in terms of the 
number of posts was also reflected in the number of interactions with these posts, in other words, 
whether the high number of posts was accompanied by a high level of interactions. We found that 
across all social media, the average number of interactions per far-right post was higher than that 
of the progressive field and other political actors. We highlight the average of 9,000 interactions 
for Instagram posts and 8,000 for YouTube.  
 
The high volume of posts from the far right, accompanied by the highest rate of interactions per 
post, reflects a moment when the current agenda was under the narrative control of this political 
field during the period analyzed. It is therefore important to understand which narratives were 
used during this period, and which framework the far-right used.  
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2. NARRATIVES 
MAIN NARRATIVES SUPPORTING ELON MUSK 
 
CRITICIZING MORAES: Tweets by Elon Musk and Michael Shellenberger criticizing Judge 
Alexandre de Moraes and denouncing the alleged censorship imposed by the judge on the former 
Twitter account during the 2022 elections have inflamed the discourse against the judge. Moraes 
was accused of monitoring, censoring and violating the freedom of expression of deputies and 
influential figures from the conservative field, which, according to Shellenberger and those who 
echoed the narrative, could be categorized as interference and manipulation of the outcome of the 
2022 presidential elections. In this sense, the resignation, impeachment, and imprisonment of 
Judge Moraes was covered by conservatives on social media platforms, echoing Musk's 
statement that Moraes should be tried and pay for his crimes. Prominent in this narrative were 
congressmen-elect Marcel Van Hattem (NOVO-RS), Nikolas Ferreira (PL-MG), Gustavo Gayer 
(PL-GO), Kim Kataguiri (UNIÃO-SP), Eduardo Bolsonaro (PL-SP) and Bia Kicis (PL-DF). In this 
narrative, Judge Alexandre de Moraes is seen as the head of a judicial dictatorship that censors, 
represses and imprisons its opponents. 
 
Examples of posts on social media platforms: 
 

 
X - Marcel Van Hattem 
 

 
Instagram - Nikolas Ferreira 
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https://twitter.com/marcelvanhattem/status/1776741883156275550
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5isBX0LTJh/


 

 
Instagram - Gustavo Gayer 
 

 
Instagram - Oeste Magazine 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DX | SPECIAL ISSUE MUSK VS JUDICIARY                                                                                                       ​                                4 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C5dwcUtOURJ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5hicuPsNGH/


 

 
Instagram - Oeste Magazine 
 

 
YouTube - oiluiz TV 
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C5d9mzxLw6x/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gn5kkokh29U


 

 
YouTube - Gustavo Gayer 
 

 
YouTube - Silas Malafaia 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BNNf6Xe9Ic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uix_y9gHaWI


 

 
Facebook - Marcel Van Hattem 
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https://www.facebook.com/100044294686379/posts/992575155562298


 

 
BRAZIL IS A DICTATORSHIP: As a result, a narrative is being consolidated, the embryo of which is 
the 2022 presidential election: that Brazil is no longer a democracy, but a disguised dictatorship 
that is increasingly showing its true face. In this reading of reality, Lula's government would be a 
legal facade for the real power: the judiciary. In November and December 2022, these were the 
arguments used to call for a coup d'état, first with Article 142, then with military intervention. Now, 
this narrative that Brazil is a dictatorship has been reinforced by Elon Musk and echoed by 
far-right parliamentarians and influencers. 
 

 
Facebook - Eduardo Bolsonaro 
 

 
Instagram - Conexão Política​ ​ Instagram - Bia Kicis 
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https://www.facebook.com/story.php?id=100044232679185&story_fbid=991263522358061&paipv=0&eav=AfZSlWMK20HBYPrtu-43zGbShXT75uBM3-mp1mpNrOQiJajqxpLYTUIgjyN9JcLJCF4&_rdr
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5i-wZotosh/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5ee9eZp0tl/


 

 
Instagram - Deltan Dallagnol​ ​ Instagram - Carlos Jordy 
 

 
 

 
X - Luiz Philippe de Orleans e Bragança 
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C5ga425LICq/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5ewM6ELAbK/
https://twitter.com/lpbragancabr


 

 
X - Gustavo Gayer 
 

 
THE WORLD WILL KNOW! My speech to the European Parliament on the dictatorship in Brazil 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DX | SPECIAL ISSUE MUSK VS JUDICIARY                                                                                                       ​                                10 

https://twitter.com/GayerGus/status/1776761915265417351
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_nsQae75P8


 

 
ELON MUSK MYTH OF FREEDOM: Bolsonaro's speech in May 2022 at an event with Elon Musk 
was recovered, in which the former president called the billionaire a "myth of freedom." Musk's 
speeches criticizing and denouncing this alleged censorship, as well as his actions in removing 
content restrictions and bans from X Brasil, have led the Brazilian conservative field to take the 
billionaire as an ally in their fight for freedom against an alleged dictatorship of the "PT-STF 
consortium".  
 

 
Facebook - Jair Messias Bolsonaro 
 

 
Instagram - Mario Frias 
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=7314937995292735
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5cIGIhOGLa/


 

 
Instagram - Paulo Bilynskyj 
 

 
Instagram - Bia Kicis 
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https://www.instagram.com/p/C5cS4PKNQ-U/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5cPeqmtSLW/


 

 
YouTube - Gustavo Gayer 
 

 
YouTube - Kim Kataguiri 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmZpqdABVlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sv09V-cLsWA


 

 
YouTube - Marcel van Hattem 

 
 
MAIN NARRATIVES CRITICAL OF ELON MUSK 
 
CONSPIRACY OF THE INTERNATIONAL RIGHT: In the progressive field, the whole week's 
developments, which began with the Twitter files and culminated in Elon Musk's publications of 
frontal attacks against the Brazilian judiciary, were understood as an articulated attack by the 
international far-right camp. This articulation targets Brazil because of the interests of the political 
field to consolidate its position in Latin America, with Brazil as a key part of this project. Also at 
stake would be the creation of a fact that could compromise the integrity of the courts with public 
opinion, with the power to prevent Bolsonaro's arrest and remove his ineligibility. Musk's posts, 
which claim that the 2026 election is a crucial point, reinforce this narrative. The fact that Brazil is 
one of the first countries to hold those who spread disinformation criminally responsible and the 
08/01 trials are also cited as reasons for the billionaire and the far right's frontal attack on the 
country.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DU1FN6xyGSA


 

 
Facebook - Lindbergh Farias 
 

 
Facebook - Gleisi Hoffman 
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https://www.facebook.com/100047261374610/posts/968129198105784
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1617502069062847


 

 
Facebook: Fernanda Melchionna 
 
 
SUPPORT FOR THE INCLUSION OF MUSK IN THE FAKE NEWS JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION: On 
April 7, 2004, Judge Alexandre de Moraes included Elon Musk in the investigation of digital 
militias. This move was seen as correct by the progressive camp, which saw Moraes' action as an 
initiative that marked the court's position on national sovereignty, against coups and foreign 
intervention in Brazil. Moreover, the regulation was not seen as a way to promote censorship, but 
to enforce the law.   
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https://www.facebook.com/100044161253043/posts/959959922152707


 

 
Facebook - Lindbergh Farias 
 

 
Facebook - Lindbergh Farias 
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https://www.facebook.com/100047261374610/posts/967633051488732
https://www.facebook.com/100047261374610/posts/967418711510166


 

TRAITORHOOD: Critics of Elon Musk interpreted the actions of the billionaire and Shellenberger as 
an attempt to interfere in Brazilian domestic politics. In this sense, Brazilian politicians who 
supported Musk's intervention were called traitors to the motherland. The contradiction between 
those who usually call themselves "patriots" but celebrate the interests of a foreign billionaire's 
intervention in the country was also pointed out. Finally, the contradiction between Musk and 
Brazilians who declare Brazil to be a dictatorship that censors its opponents, but do not oppose, 
for example, the Saudi regime, was pointed out, highlighting specific interests in Brazil. 
 

 
Facebook - Gleisi Hoffman 
 

 
X - Glauber Braga 
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https://www.facebook.com/100044360472979/posts/1008876323934374
https://twitter.com/Glauber_Braga/status/1777851460912390559


 

 
X - Jorge Solla 
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https://twitter.com/depjorgesolla/status/1778105069025505605


 

3. TELEGRAM 
From a sample of 150 Telegram channels and groups, we collected a total of 22,777 messages 
between April 4 and 11, 2024. The table below shows that the topic was present in more than 70% 
of the groups and channels. Taking all the terms together, we reached a total of 2,662 messages 
in 119 channels and groups, indicating a broad connection between the terms in the debate on 
the subject on the messaging app.  
 

TERM Messages Channels/Groups 

Musk 1.775 109 

Moraes 1.160 91 

STF 577 81 

censorship 490 88 

dictatorship 218 71 

TSE 181 54 

judiciary 15 7 

Source: Instituto Democracia em Xeque. 

 

From the two graphs below, with the evolution of messages mentioning Elon Musk and Alexandre 
de Moraes, we can see the same trend, with peaks between April 8 and 9 and a cooling down from 
April 10 onwards.  
 

 

Mentions of Elon Musk. Source: Instituto Democracia em Xeque. 
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Mentions of Alexandre de Moraes. Source: Democracia em Xeque Institute. 
 

Looking at the cloud of terms below, which consists of the most used terms together. Highlights 
include mentions of freedom of expression, the Twitter Files Brazil, Elon Musk's speeches, 
Michael Shellenberger's statements, the United States, the Fake News Inquiry and other figures 
such as Allan dos Santos, Nikolas Ferreira and Felipe Neto. 

 

Cloud of main terms/bigrams used. Source: Democracia em Xeque Institute. 

In terms of circulating content on the topic, the channel with the most posts was Pleno News 
(12,300 subscribers) with 105 posts, and it's important to note that Leandro Ruschel's channel 
(30,500 subscribers) was in 3rd place with 87 posts. In terms of views, the group Especulando os 
Fatos (Oficial) (8.9 thousand members) led the way with 1.3 million views in 30 posts on the 
subject, the channel O INFORMANTE (117 thousand subscribers) with 591.2 thousand views in 20 
posts and the channel SELVA & AÇO (38.7 thousand subscribers) with 464.5 thousand views in 80 
posts. This highlights the potential for the rapid and widespread dissemination of messages on 
Telegram.   
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Among the individual messages with the most views are the ones below, all from the O 
INFORMANTE channel, each with more than 30,000 views: 
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3.1 MAIN THEMES 

On Telegram, the same narrative axes of support for Elon Musk as mentioned above were 
identified, including criticism of Alexandre Moraes, accusations of "censorship" and "dictatorship" 
in Brazil and praise for Musk. The content published on Elon Musk's own profile continues to 
circulate constantly and widely on the platform. In this regard, the claim that Musk's accusations 
had reached the US Congress had particular repercussions. In addition, the narrative that there is 
great international commotion and support for the "situation in Brazil" (referring to allegations of 
censorship and dictatorship) continues to circulate. Below are some examples: 
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Below, we highlight the main themes related to these narratives on the web in recent days: 

SPACES ON X WITH ELON MUSK'S PARTICIPATION: On April 10 and 11, "Spaces" were held on 
Mario Nawfal's profile on X, including the presence of Elon Musk himself, as well as 
representatives of the Brazilian far right, especially Eduardo Bolsonaro, Nikolas Ferreira and Allan 
dos Santos, who made various accusations about "censorship" and "persecution" on social media 
platforms during the broadcasts. 
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DISCLOSURE OF THE ISSUE IN PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES: On Tuesday (9) the approval of a 
motion to praise Elon Musk for "standing up to censorship" in the Public Security Committee of the 
Chamber of Deputies was widely publicized. On Thursday (11) there was widespread coverage of 
a session of the Senate Committee on Communication and Digital Law, especially through news 
reports and videos with cuts of speeches during the session. The speeches of Michael 
Shellenberger and David Ágape were particularly noteworthy, as they focused on "censorship in 
Brazil" and portrayed Moraes as a "dictator". Related to the theme, several messages attacked 
traditional media outlets, such as CNN Brasil and Globo, claiming that they were criticizing Musk 
for being aligned with Lula.  
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PRESENCE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: The presence of Brazilian 
parliamentarians at the European Parliament on Thursday (11) also had significant repercussions 
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on the web. The topic circulated mainly through news stories and videos of Gustavo Gayer's 
speeches. These messages especially reinforce the idea that there is "persecution and censorship 
in Brazil" and the narrative of international projection and support in relation to the issue. In 
addition, the presence of Portuguese YouTuber Sérgio Tavares was mentioned in several 
messages. Sérgio Tavares helped to spread the word about the event by posting videos of several 
MEPs (such as Hermann Tertsch from Spain and Rob Roos from the Netherlands) speaking out 
against Lula and Alexandre de Moraes. 
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FELIPE NETO IN THE SIGHT: Felipe Neto has also been targeted by far-right online attacks. On 
Sunday (8), the digital influencer began to be attacked for publications critical of Elon Musk and, 
after Allan dos Santo's live on the 9th, accusations began to circulate (mentioned on the network 
as part of the "Twitter Files Brasil part 2") that Neto had used direct contact with the former 
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Twitter director to "politically persecute" Allan dos Santos, including Neto's claim that Allan dos 
Santos had received a golden seal on the X directly from Elon Musk. 
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REPERCUSSION OF BARROSO'S SPEECH: Minister Luís Roberto Barroso's statement that the 
issue of Musk was closed and it was time to "turn the page" was also widely circulated and had a 
negative online repercussion, with messages criticizing the minister, claiming that he would be 
arbitrary and alleging that he was politically aligned with the current government.  
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GLENN GREENWALD'S SUPPORT: Journalist Glenn Greenwald has gained prominence in several 
publications as a source of support for the narratives alleging "censorship" and "dictatorship" and 
attacks on both Moraes and traditional media outlets and journalists. 
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4. FINAL CONSIDERATIONS  
 
From April 4 to 11, 2024, the Instituto Democracia em Xeque analyzed the dynamics of social 
media platforms highlighting the clash between Elon Musk and the Brazilian judiciary, specifically 
in relation to Judge Alexandre de Moraes. Pro-Musk narratives emphasized criticism of Alexandre 
de Moraes, accusing him of censorship and interference in the 2022 elections, as well as referring 
to Brazil as an alleged dictatorship. Conservative parliamentarians and influencers aligned with 
the far right reinforced these views, highlighting Musk as a defender of freedom against what they 
call a "dictatorship of justice". On the other hand, the progressive camp criticized Musk's actions, 
accusing him of acting in accordance with a coordinated attack by the international far right to 
undermine Brazilian sovereignty and interfere in domestic affairs. The messaging network 
Telegram played an active role in the dissemination of far-right narratives, including the 
organization of events and debates, the dissemination of the presence of Brazilian 
parliamentarians in the European Parliament and live videos and spaces, and the narrative that 
there is great international excitement and support for the "situation in Brazil". The far right was 
the political field that moved this debate the most, both in terms of the amount of material 
produced and the interactions achieved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
DX | SPECIAL ISSUE MUSK VS JUDICIARY                                                                                                       ​                                36 


	DEMOCRACIA EM XEQUE INSTITUTE 
	SPECIAL ISSUE:  
	MUSK VS BRAZILIAN JUDICIARY 
	 
	Period of analysis: 04/04/2024 to 11/04/2024 
	 
	 
	 
	Overview 
	Posts collected by political ideology   
	 
	Average number of interactions per post by political ideology   
	 
	 

	2. NARRATIVES 
	3. TELEGRAM 
	 
	3.1 MAIN THEMES 

	 
	4. FINAL CONSIDERATIONS  

